CHAPTER TWENTY
I WAS still playing at Daly's theatre when I first met Charles Frohman. He then had the Twenty-third Street Theatre, now Proctor's, and had produced Bronson Howard's famous drama of the Civil War, Shenandoah, which had so much to do with the founding of his theatrical fortune.
In the men's cafe at Delmonico's, then at Broadway and Twenty-sixth Street, I often saw a little round man who I thought was Alfred Klein, the brother of Charles Klein, the author of The Music Master and The Lion and the Mouse. Alfred Klein, was one of three brothers connected with the theatre. He played with Gillette in The Professor, and some years afterwards he was the elephant trainer with DeWolf Hopper in Wang.
Anson Pond, the writer of a play called Her Atonement, protested to me one day: "Why, that's not Klein. That is Charles Frohman, the coming theatrical manager."
At that time I was not much interested in other theatrical managers. Ada Rehan, Lewis and the rest ofrett, Daly, and Palmer (a club of this character being suggested as the best means to the good end), did I resolve to act, to do my utmost in the furtherance of the scheme proposed. This is the first step toward the accomplishment of our purpose. To our treasurer, Mr. William Bispham, we owe the wise selection of our house, to Mr. Stanford White its admirable reconstruction and embellishment, while to the poet Aldrich we are indebted for the choice of our appropriate and comprehensive title, the world being but a stage where every man must "play his part." Mine just now, as the New Year dawns, is a very happy one, since it permits me too Pilnuit ....... . ........ .. MB. JAMES Lewis
